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CHAPTEE VIL

CONDITIONS  OF MEMBEESHIP IN CHRIST'S KINGDOM.

THE question now arises, What was involved .in obeying
Christ's summons? When the crowd of faithful and
loyal hearts gathered round him, struck with admiration
of the wisdom that was so condescending and the power
that was so beneficent, when, without throwing off the
yoke of citizenship in earthly states, they accepted the
burdens of citizenship in the New Jerusalem, and without
ceasing to be amenable to Jewish and Roman judges,
became responsible for all their deeds and even for all
their thoughts to Christ, what was the extent of the new
obligation which they incurred ? How did a Christian
differ from another man ?

Ever since the Church was founded up to the present
time this question. What makes a man a Christian ? has
been an all-important practical question. The answers
given to it in the present day differ widely with the
tolerance of those who give them, but they are generally
the same in kind. They consist in specifying certain
doctrines about God and Christ which a Christian must
needs believe. One will say, He is no Christian who does
not believe that the death of Christ effected a permanent
change in the relations between man and God. Another
will say, He is no Christian who does not believe in the